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Nearly 50 million1 French people have no real link with a
Christian church and the Bible is alien to them – as it was to
me. For 28 years of my life I never truly heard about Christ. 

One week is the time that passed from the moment I heard the
Gospel, for the first time, to the moment I knew I belonged to God.

Six is the number of people who witnessed to me over that week.
Six people who held the Good News and one book - the Bible - as
treasure.

Enumerable implications - God was speaking to me… It meant
that God exists, that he speaks, that he is able to intervene in the
course of my life, and that he personally reaches out for me. It was
quite a blow. And it was such a peace. 

Seven years is the time I have been walking with God. In this
spiritual battle that is the Christian life, I am so happy to know God
and so thankful to him for brothers and sisters in Christ, especially
my local church and the pastoral family.

My family: Seven people you can pray for (my dad, his wife, my
mum, my elder brother, his wife and their little Oscar, and my other
brother), so that they may lay up for themselves treasure in heaven,
‘where thieves do not break in and steal’.

IBC: I took leave from French government administration to
come and study at IBC (following in the footsteps of my pastor and
his wife - Pablo and Eve Martinez, some 38 years later). After a
positive year, both academically and spiritually, I hope to go back to
Paris and spend part of the summer in the Middle East to progress
in Arabic. (I love the culture and I would like to work there). God
knows what September holds, possibly coming back to finish a BD.
The talented and dedicated teachers, the friendly staff and the good
fun we have together have
been a wonderful blessing.

‘For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also’ -
(Matt. 6:21).

FOOTNOTE:
1 Operation World, J. Mandryk.

Aude Marine: Student testimony

Treasure
in heaven

PHILIP ADAMS
Philip is an Outreach Worker and
Pastoral Assistant at Victoria
Evangelical Hall, Carrickfergus.
He is studying for the one year
Graduate Diploma through the
University of Chester and the College
Certificate.  He is seeking the Lord
for the next step.

SIMON CURRY
Simon, a member of Bethany
Baptist, Bangor spent two years with
Baptist Missions in Peru. He worked
alongside Pastor Leslie Hutchinson
for his placement in Ballycrochan
Baptist Church, Bangor. He hopes to
gain some further preparation before
entering full-time ministry.

DAVID ELLISON
Married to Tracy they are both
members of Carrickfergus Baptist.
David worked part-time with
Carryduff Baptist in his first year
and his second year placement was
with Pastor Trevor Brock in Great
Victoria Street Baptist, Belfast. His
cross-cultural experience was with

Pastor John Bell in Central Baptist Church, Harare,
Zimbabwe. David is seeking openings in pastoral ministry.

SIMON GREY
Simon is a member of Moira Baptist.
He is engaged to Megan and they
are getting married in the summer.
Simon spent three weeks teaching
at a pastors’ conference in Kenya in
summer of 2012. Simon and Megan
have a vision for Mission and are
seeking the Lord for the future.

NATHAN HUNSDALE
Nathan is a member of Agape
Fellowship, Belfast. His practical
placement was in Edenbrooke
Primary School, Belfast. His cross-
cultural experience was with CEF
Romania. Nathan is applying for
jobs in the engineering industry.

Graduating students
MERVYN JENKINS
Mervyn is a joiner by
trade and is married
to Kathy, they have
two teenage
daughters. They are
members of
Portadown Baptist
Church which is

where he did his practical placement
alongside Pastor John Kimber. Before
studying at IBC Mervyn spent two years at
New Tribes Mission. He is seeking the Lord's
direction for future ministry and service.

LESLIE KIRK
Leslie is a member
of Ballee Baptist
Church, Ballymena
and is married to
June, they have three
children.  He is from
a farming
background, but has

spent most of his working life in retail.
Leslie has had cross-cultural placement
experience in Tanzania, Romania and
Ukraine. His practical placement was with
Dessie Creelman and the trailer ministry. He
is seeking the Lord for what the future holds

LEE LOWRY
Lee is married to
Suzanne, they have
four children, and
are members of
Greenisland Baptist.
Lee’s placement was
with Pastor Lindsay
Allen in

Carrickfergus Baptist. His cross-cultural
placement was with a black African Baptist
church in England. He is seeking openings in
pastoral ministry.

WAT HO MEAS
Wat Ho is originally
from Cambodia and
is married to a local
girl, Laura Jane, they
have one child. He
has worked in Japan
and feels called to
return there to

pastoral/missionary and student work. Wat
Ho is a member of Windsor Baptist Church
and completed his placement there with
Pastor David Dunlop.

NICOLE MENARY
Nicole is a member
of Knockconny
Baptist. She
completed her
placement in Augher
Central Primary
School. Cross-
cultural experience

was gained with Baptist Missions in
Algeciras, Spain. She is applying for PGCE
places to be a primary school teacher and
is also getting married in the summer to
Gareth Bell, the pastor of Cookstown Baptist.

IAN MOORE
Ian is a member of
Antrim Baptist and
worked as a lab
technician before
College. He
completed his
placement with
Pastor John Gault in

Larne. His cross-cultural placement was in
Upney Baptist, London with Pastor Billy
Young. Ian feels his calling is to work as an
evangelist.

STEPHEN
WILSON
Stephen is from
Londonderry and is a
member of Richill
Park Baptist. He
worked in the textile
industry, including a
number of overseas

secondments, before attending College. He is
married to Ruth and they have three children.
Stephen’s placement was with Pastor Ronnie
Fyffe in Castlederg Baptist Church. He has
recently accepted a call to the pastorate of
Letterkenny Baptist Church.

At the beginning of the summer 12 students come to
the end of their studies. As they look for opportunities
to minister and move on to the next phase of their

lives, please pray for them.
All students on the three year course are studying for the

Bachelor of Divinity or Bachelor of Theology degree awarded
by the University of Chester, alongside the College’s Diploma.

New IBC
prospectus
With this magazine you will
have received a copy of our
new prospectus. All courses
offered at the College are
listed. If you know of someone
who might be interested in
coming to college please pass
on a prospectus to them.

A MESSAGE FROM THE LIBRARIAN: We have recently carried out a full inventory of the College
library. A number of volumes are missing from the shelves. They may well have been left
inadvertently on someone’s bookshelf. We are making an appeal to all former students and other
library users to scour their bookshelves. We would ask that you leave books found at the Baptist
Centre Reception. No questions will be asked! All books are clearly stamped with the College name.
Thank you and please make this request know to anyone else who may not receive this magazine.

Stepping out in faith

 


